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Language Arts Curriculum Guidelines 
 

Second Grade 
 
By the end of second grade students will be able to read a variety of texts from different periods while exploring the purpose for reading, 
connecting important ideas, and linking text to previously learned material.   Second grade should be the cumulative mastery of the literacy 
skills taught from pre-school to second grade in order to be successful in other grades.  Second grade writers will be able to generate and 
organize ideas so that they clearly communicate to the reader.  Second graders will use reading and writing to communicate and show 
understanding of concepts.  They will use a variety of visual, listening and speaking skills to show understanding and communicate ideas. 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 1: Students read with understanding and fluency and read and understand literature 

representative of various societies, eras and ideas. 
 
NCTE Standard 1. 
 
Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the culture of the 
United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment.  Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 
 
NCTE Standard 2. 
 
Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., 
philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of the human experience. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 2 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  
 

A.  Student reads a wide range of literature from 
many genres. 

  

1. Distinguishes among a variety of genres 
including stories, poems, plays, fairy tales 
and fables, including Catholic Bible stories. 

• Summarize the content of the material read by 
creating a flipchart showing the most 
important events in the story and how it 
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ended. 
• Compare and contrast different selections by 

writing to show what is different and the same 
about the two stories. 

2. Reads traditional and contemporary 
literature written in a variety of genres. 

• Compare different selections. Showcase 
students ability to dramatize a literacy work 
by re-enacting and retelling stories, songs, 
poems, plays, etc. 

 

3. Reads and responds to literature from 
multiple genres using teacher prompts 
appropriate to the text and content. 

• Verbally describe ideas expressed in pictures 
“Student of the Week” brings in photos from 
home and tells about their pictures.  The 
photos are displayed during the week. 

 

4. Investigates self-selected and teacher 
selected literature (e.g., picture books, 
nursery rhymes, fairy tales, poems, 
legends). 

• Divide a sheet of paper into two parts.  Have 
students illustrate and write why they are 
reading a story and predict what will happen 
next. 

• Create a class “Tally Chart”.  Students will 
record the types of selections read throughout 
the year. 

 

B.  Student reads for a wide variety of purposes.   
1. Demonstrates an understanding that print 

has meaning by explaining that text 
provides information or tells a story. 

• Orally establish the purpose for reading and 
predict the story events. 

• Divide a sheet of paper into two parts.  Have 
students illustrate and write why they are 
reading a story and predict what will happen 
next. 

 

2. Reads to learn new information that builds 
on prior knowledge.  

• Identify important themes and topics by 
creating a graphic organizer that lists themes 
and topics covered throughout the year.  
Students will state why a theme or topic is 
important.  These statements will be listed on 
the chart. 

 

3. Increases knowledge of self and others. • Read books and relate books to the student’s 
interests, life, etc.  Use pictures and writing 
skills to show how the characters are similar 
to the reader.  

 

4. Defines unfamiliar vocabulary with teacher • Recognize new words through word patterns  
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guidance. by creating a class “word wall”.  Have 
students add new words to the correct word 
family. 

5. Reads and follows multi-step directions. • Students are able to independently read and 
follow multi-step directions. 

• Develop listening and comprehension skills 
by having students follow commands from 
teacher or by reading and following 
directions. 

 

6. Selects favorite subjects, authors, and/or 
books to share with others. 

• Establish the purpose for reading and predict 
story elements by dividing a sheet of paper 
into fourths so students can show an 
understanding of story comprehension.  

 

7. Self-selects books at independent and 
instructional levels. 

• Use the “Five-Finger Test”: 
 

1. First choose the book you think you would 
like to read. 
 

2. Find a page of text somewhere in the middle 
of the book.  Find a page with lots of text 
(words) and few or no pictures. 
 

3. Begin to read the page.  It is best to read the 
page aloud or in a whisper if possible while 
doing the test so you can hear the places 
where you have difficulty. 
 

4. Each time you come to a word you don't 
know, hold one finger up. 
 

5. If you have all five fingers up before you get 
to the end of the page, wave the book "good-
bye."  It is probably too difficult for you right 
now.   
 

6. If you have no fingers up when you finish the 
page, then the book may be an easy read for 
you.   
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7. If you have less than five fingers but more 

than one or two fingers up when you finish 
reading the page, the book may be just what 
you need to grow as a reader.   

C.  Student reads a wide range of literature from 
many periods. 

  

1. With teacher guidance, identifies and 
discusses the culture and/or traditions 
relevant to different time periods that are 
represented in various genres. 

• Recognize cultural diversity by assessing 
comprehension of a story through group 
discussions.  

• Compare and contrast characters or events 
from different stories addressing similar 
themes.  

 

D.  Student comprehends a wide range of non-
text material, including spoken and visual 
texts. 

  

1. Uses signs, labels and instructions to answer 
questions or complete a task, using grade-
level text.  

• Student responds appropriately to non-text 
material.  

• Student asks and answers questions about 
information presented orally and visually.  

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 2:  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and        

appreciate text. 
 
NCTE Standard 3. 
 
Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior 
experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, 
graphics). 
 
NCTE Standard 6. 
 
Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative 
language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts. 
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Critical for Mastery in Grade 2 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES 
 

A.  Student develops phonological awareness 
that words can be broken down into separate 
sounds and/or sound units. 

  

1. Uses multi-syllabic decoding when reading 
two and three syllable words in isolation 
and in context.  

• Recognize separable and repeating sound in 
spoken language by clapping and saying their 
full name, dividing it into word parts. 

 

2. Recognizes and applies various 
combinations of letters and their 
corresponding sounds (e.g., soft sounds, 
long sounds, digraphs, blends, etc.). 

• Students create “dictionaries” by using 
pictures that begin with a corresponding letter 
and adding definitions or examples to show 
understanding.  

 

3. Without teacher guidance, auditorally and 
orally segments and blends multi-syllabic 
words, including compound words. 

• Identify letter sound relationships by playing 
“word detective”, matching the correct letter 
to the beginning sound in a word. 

 

4. Identifies words with inconsistent but 
common spelling-sound correspondences 
(e.g., heat vs. head, roll vs. doll, hint vs. 
hind). 

• Use sound boxes to move objects to 
correspond to individual sounds. 

• Bounce a ball, clap hands, pull out a slinky to 
manipulate and segment words orally by onset 
and rime (TPR). 

 

5. Recognizes and reads grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words (e.g., through, 
eyes, busy, ocean, island, people).   

• Add these words to student “dictionaries”.  

B.  Student develops word recognition and word  
      analysis skills. 

  

1. Uses knowledge of phonics to read grade-
appropriate words in isolation and in 
context. 

• Use leveled text to help children match words 
to picture and context. 
 

 

2. Decodes words with common prefixes and 
suffixes (e.g., prefixes; un-, re-, dis-, and 
mis-, and suffixes; -er, -y, -ful, -less, -est, 
and -ly). 

• Recognize separable and repeating sounds in 
spoken language by dividing the word parts 
into syllables. 

 

3. Demonstrates that words have meaning by 
explaining that text provides information or 

• Use everyday objects that have labels and 
show the correlation between the objects and 
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tells a story. the words. 
• Students point to words or a single word and 

state the meaning, or verbalize their 
understanding of what they are reading. 

4. Consistently applies correct spacing 
between words.  

• Use finger space to separate words (use the 
“spaceman”) to divide spaces. 

• Use finger spacing to show separation 
between individual words and letters. 

• Total physical response:  hop, skip, and jump 
as words are separated. 

 

5. Reads selected sight words in text with 
automaticity. 

• Find the words in texts and highlight them or 
mark with highlighting tape. 

 

C.  Student expands vocabulary by using a 
variety of methods. 

  

1. With teacher guidance, uses various 
resources to learn grade-appropriate word 
meanings. 

• Define unfamiliar vocabulary by using 
pictures, drawings/writings, drama, and verbal 
expression. 

• Use real-life objects to expand vocabulary. 

 

2. Develops and applies strategies to increase 
oral and visual vocabulary skills. 

• Create and share stories written by students. 
• Read, read, read!!!! 
• Use oral vocabulary cards. 

 

3. With teacher guidance, uses a variety of 
strategies including graphic organizers and 
context clues to increase comprehension.  

• Students re-enact, pantomime, use puppets, 
make props, and draw pictures to show 
comprehension. 

 

4. Uses prior knowledge and context to predict 
and confirm meanings of unknown words. 

• Use visual materials such as books, posters, 
objects to introduce a topic and activate prior 
knowledge. 

• Students share or help create a KWL 
(Know/Want to Know/Learned) chart to 
activate prior knowledge. 

 

5. With teacher guidance, identifies and 
defines unfamiliar words that would be 
important to know in order to read a new 
text. 

• Use pictures and objects to introduce content 
and academic vocabulary. 

• Students create models, diagrams, pictures to 
show comprehension of vocabulary. 

 

D.  Student reads phrases, sentences, passages, 
etc. 

  

1. Reads grade-level text aloud and • Students listen auditorally to a selection as  
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independently with fluency and expression. they read along. 
• Students use the computer to visually and 

auditorally track print and read a selection. 
• Students read grade-level text to practice 

fluency and expression. 
E.  Student demonstrates literal comprehension 

skills. 
  

1. Demonstrates comprehension by answering 
questions before, during and after read 
aloud, instruction/practice time, and 
independent reading. 

• During class discussions the students ask 
questions and contribute answers/observations 
to question in order to add to classroom 
information. 

 

2. Retells text focusing on the problem or 
events in sequence. 

• Use picture clues to retell a well-known story.  
Teacher assesses with a rubric that 
emphasizes focus, organization, and clarity. 

 

3. States main idea and lists important details 
in informational/expository text, verbally or 
by using graphic organizers. 

• Identify and compare characters, settings, 
and/or events in stories by drawing two 
pictures that illustrate different characters in 
the story. 

• Explain, in words or pictures, a story’s main 
idea. 

 

4. Identifies the theme message in culturally 
relevant literary/narrative text and supports 
with text based evidence.  

• Act out the main idea or topic.  

5. Integrates a cuing system (i.e., context 
clues, picture, clues). 

• Students match/manipulate, objects  

F.  Student demonstrates interpretive 
comprehension skills. 

  

1. Predicts text content using prior knowledge 
and text features. 

• Use graphic organizers to show 
comprehension.  

 

2. Explains connections between self and 
characters and events encountered in 
culturally relevant text, including Biblical 
stories.  

• Matching events in a story to real-life events 
of the reader (for example, a student who 
loves to play baseball might read books about 
baseball or baseball players). 

• Tell or describe how the character in a book is 
similar to oneself. 

 

3. Uses text and prior knowledge to make 
inferences about characters and/or predict 

• Gather, organize and share information about 
a topic. 
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events; confirm or reject predictions.  • Students access objects that are relevant to 
their own culture or family traditions, rituals, 
etc. 

• Students review illustrations, pictures, 
diagrams, graphs, charts, and maps to make 
predictions about the text.  

4. Compares and contrasts literary/narrative 
text elements in one story or between two 
stories. 

• Participate in group discussions, share ideas 
and express opinions.  

• Teacher stops at certain points during a read 
aloud and instructs students to turn “knee-to-
knee” to discuss a specific point. 

 

5. Compares and contrasts facts in one text or 
between two informational/expository texts. 

• Matching events in a story to events in a text 
that has a similar theme or message (e.g., 
comparing different versions of fairy tales). 

 

G.  Student demonstrates critical thinking skills.   
1. Activates prior knowledge, organizes 

information, and completes graphic 
organizers with teacher guidance to 
organize main ideas and supporting details. 

• Re-enact common stories (fairy tales, fables, 
legends, and folk tales) from different 
cultures. 

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 3: Students demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing process and 

write to communicate for a variety of purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 5. 
 
Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate 
with difference audiences for a variety of purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 4. 
 
Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively 
with a variety of audiences for different purposes. 
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NCTE Standard 12. 
 
Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and 
the exchange of information). 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 2 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student develops physical manipulation 
skills.   

1. Begins reading cursive writing. • Teacher begins to write simple sight words in 
cursive. 

 

2. Begins writing letters and words in cursive. • Students use worksheets and manipulatives to 
practice cursive writing. 

 

3. Uses correct finger positions for crayons or 
pencils. 

 
 
 

• Physically correct students whose finger 
positions are not correct. 

• Modify or offer writing instruments that 
encourage/train the student to use proper 
finger positions. 

 

B.  Student understands and develops a process 
of pre-writing. 

  

1. Generates ideas through prewriting 
activities (e.g., brainstorming, webbing, 
drawing, writer’s notebook, group 
discussion). 

• “Daily Journals” are used to recall and review 
some aspect of the previous school day’s 
work or out of school experiences. 

• Read “Library Mouse”; the lesson in the book 
is to “write what you know”; and that “you 
are an author”. 

 

2. Determines the purpose (e.g., to entertain, to 
inform, to communicate) of a writing piece. 

• Show models and demonstrate how to make 
graphic organizers. 

 

3. Determines the intended audience of a 
writing piece. 

• Participate in prewriting activities 
(brainstorming, pre-discussion, drawing, 
listing, mapping, etc.) 

• Teacher conferences with each child by 
simply asking “How’s it Going?” (See book 
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by Carl Anderson). 
4. Maintains a record (e.g., list, picture, 

journal, folder, notebook) of writing ideas. 
• Model and practice developing K-W-L 

graphic organizers. 
 

C.  Student applies drafting and revising skills.   
1. Writes a draft (e.g., story, caption, letter, 

observations, and message). 
• Begin to use descriptive sentences and 

beginning, middle and ending statements. 
• Begin to add appropriate elaboration and 

detail while recounting or describing an event.  
• Begin to use more complex sentence structure 

with conjunctions such as while, when, if, 
because, so and but, when describing events.  

• Begin to demonstrate subject-verb agreement.  

 

2. Re-reads for clarity and makes changes as 
needed. 

• Student re-reads to others and makes changes 
or notes, adds post-its or some other marks so 
that they can go back and rewrite later. 

• Introduce cut and paste method of revising. 

 

D.  Student applies editing skills.   
1. Reviews the draft for errors in conventions. • The teacher reads aloud a variety of sentences 

and fragments and students sort them into two 
categories (complete and incomplete). 

 

2. Uses simple resources (word walls, word lists, 
to correct conventions). 

• As the teacher reads a sentence aloud, students 
determine if the sentence is telling or asking 
something. 

 

3. Uses group/peer editing for input. • Students tell a focused story by using photos or 
illustration with captions under each photo 
(dictated or written using 
experimental/developmental writing). 

• Students tell about a favorite event, family 
vacation, celebration, or special event. 

• The teacher will assess students using a rubric 
to check for focus, organization and clarity. 

 

E.  Student understands and uses conventions of   
      print, style and organization. 

  

1. Organizes content in the selected format 
(e.g., friendly letter, narrative, expository 
text). 

• Student uses phonemic clues, phonic and/or 
developmental spelling to construct words. 

• Teacher assesses writing samples for proper use 
of beginning sounds. 
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2. Uses beginning and completing statements 
(other than simply “the end”) in text. 

• Students write “first, next and last” and then 
draw a picture to show sequence.  Once the 
picture is complete, students write or dictate 
about the picture. 

 

3. Incorporates conventions into own text 
including: spacing between words, spacing 
between lines, consistent left/right and 
up/down orientation, and placement of title. 

• Students use capital letters for their first name, 
names of friends and family members.   

 

4. Punctuates endings of sentences using 
periods, questions marks, and exclamation 
points.  

• Students show marks that indicate punctuation 
in sentences.  

 

5. Uses capital letters for the pronoun I, the 
beginning of the sentence, proper nouns 
(i.e., names, days, months) 

• Proofread a given paragraph, correcting the 
capital letters.  

 

6. Uses commas and colons to punctuate items 
in a series, greetings and closing of letters, 
and dates. 

• Given a letter without punctuation, demonstrate 
the proper use of commas.   

 

7. Use transitional words and phrases (e.g., 
next, then, so, but, while, after that, because) 
to connect ideas. 

• Teacher projects a paragraph on the Smart 
Board with missing transitional words. Student 
comes to Smart Board to insert appropriate 
transitional words or phrases.  

 

8. Writes multiple sentences that support a 
topic. 

• Students present a PowerPoint presentation 
with a topic and multiple supporting sentences.  

 

F.  Student composes writing applications.   
1. Selects words that convey the intended 

meaning and create a picture in the reader’s 
mind. 

• Student’s choice of “words” or labels express 
what they are trying to say in their writing. 

 

2. Uses expressive or descriptive phrases and 
short sentences beyond one or two word 
labels. 

• Students use letters to represent sounds that 
they hear or to write known words.  Students 
“re-read” by pointing to the “words” that they 
wrote in their sentence. 

 

3. Applies conventional spelling to writing.  • Students write sounds or symbols to express 
their writing. 

 

4. Uses expanded vocabulary to write 
sentences. 

• Students purposely try to use new vocabulary in 
their writing. 

 

G.  Student publishes writing applications.   
1. Shares a finished piece of writing by sharing • Students are able to re-tell or “re-read” their  
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with intended audience. own attempts at writing.  Students dictate their 
story to a writer and then they are able to “re-
read” what they said.  This is usually not word 
for word, but the ideas are consistent with what 
was actually dictated. 

2. Writes legibly. 
 

• Use age-appropriate penmanship skills.  Use 
spaces and other conventions that allow a 
reader to understand what is written. 

 

3. Demonstrates oral and written language 
skills by choosing several resources to 
supply factual information as needed to 
integrate with topic. 

• Student uses pictures, gestures and expressions 
to show intent and meaning of written piece. 

 

H.  Student uses writing skills appropriate to the 
audience, situation and purpose. 

  

1. Shows awareness of the audience through 
word choice and style. 

• Student shows creativity and an effort to 
express the meaning of the text. 

 

2. Writes expository text (labels, lists, 
observations, journals, summaries).  

• Contribute factual ideas.  

3. Creates simple summaries from 
informational texts, graphs, tables or maps. 

• Oral summaries of information presented.  

4. Writes text that is expressive, 
individualistic, engaging and lively. 

• Assess student’s ability to describe familiar 
person, places, objects or experiences. 

 

I.   Student applies writing skills in increasingly    
      sophisticated ways. 

  

1. Demonstrates fluidity of topic by consistent 
use of organization of content. 

• Student is able to locate pictures or items to 
represent meaning. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 4: Students use a variety of informational and technological resources to acquire, assess 
and communicate information. 

       
NCTE Standard 7. 
 
Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions and by posing problems.  They gather, evaluate, 
and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in 
ways that suit their purpose and audience. 
 
NCTE Standard 8. 
 
Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather 
and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 2 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student demonstrates research techniques.   
1. Interprets information from graphs and 

charts with teacher guidance. 
• Students are able to orally indicate 

information about the graphs and charts. 
 

B.  Student demonstrates the use of 
informational resources. 

  

1. Uses alphabetical and numerical systems to 
locate information. 

• Students manually or orally show 
understanding of page numbers and titles and 
text features/structures.  

• Student use a table of content to locate 
information in content area books.  

 

C.  Student demonstrates the use of technological 
resources. 

  

1. Acquires information from the Internet, 
videos and or CD-Roms.   

• Students gather five facts on a topic of their 
choice using technological resources.  

 

D.  Student communicates his/her discoveries.   
1. Uses a variety of presentation techniques to 

communicate information to intended 
audience. 

• Student is able to communicate his/her 
discoveries. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 5:  Students demonstrate competence in speaking, listening and viewing as tools       
       for learning and effective communication. 

 
NCTE Standard 4. 
 
Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively 
with a variety of audiences for different purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 12. 
 
Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and 
the exchange of information). 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 2 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student listens to and views different  
      materials from a variety of media. 

  

1. Responds, retells or explains information 
viewed from a variety of media sources. 

•  Students use an organized re-tell with teacher   
 assistance. 

 

B.  Student uses language and speaking skills  
      appropriate to the audience, situation and  
      purpose. 

   

1. Participates orally in discussions about 
stories listened to and read (e.g., contributes 
who, what, when, where in retells; 
contributes explanations; generates and 
answers questions and makes comparisons). 

•  Students participate and share ideas and  
 reflections that make sense. 

 

C.  Student applies speaking skills in 
increasingly sophisticated ways. 

  

1. Presents information in front of a group 
using clear enunciation and expression. 

• Students are able to talk and express ideas in 
front of a small audience. 
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2. Participates in whole-group discussions to 
generate questions and listens to 
informational and expository texts for 
answers to these questions. 

• Student voluntary participation in activities.  

D.  Student uses a variety of visual media to  
      communicate with others. 

  

1. Uses computer skills, models, replicas, and 
other technological resources to 
communicate their ideas. 

• Student is able to show and discuss oral 
displays in an age appropriate manner. 

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 6:  Students use language, literature and media to develop an understanding of and  

        respect for diversity of cultures and people.  
 
NCTE Standard 9. 
 
Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic 
groups, geographic regions and social roles. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 2 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Students use language, literature and media    
      to demonstrate awareness of a variety of    
      cultures. 

  

1. Uses a variety of media presentations to 
demonstrate literature and cultural 
awareness. 

• Students identify various information systems 
and the purpose of the system. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 7:  Students develop an awareness of their own roles within different literacy  
      communities. 

 
NCTE Standard 11. 
 
Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities. 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES 

1. With teacher guidance, solicits and 
considers the opinions and contributions of 
others. 

• Students ask for opinions and ideas and listen 
to others’ points of view. 

 

 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 8: Students read, write and listen to learn about God’s world and to participate fully in 

parish and school community life. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 9: Students use a variety of mediums and methods to communicate and celebrate God’s 

word and to pray. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 10: Students demonstrate an understanding of the personal choices and moral 

consequences in literature and apply these to their own lives. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standards 8, 9 and 10 are to be woven throughout the entire Language Arts Curriculum.   
 
NCTE Standard 10. 
 
Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English language arts 
and to develop understanding of content across the curriculum. 
 
Students whose first language is not English should be provided with ample opportunities for developing their English through 
conversations with others and use their knowledge of written language structure in their first language to write competently in English.  
Students should be engaged in a variety of lessons and activities that develop English Language Arts competency across all curriculum 
areas.  Students should not be separated from the general education classroom.  Families of these students may need to seek outside 
resources to assist these learners.  


	BEST PRACTICESSummarize the content of the material read by creating a flipchart showing the most important events in the story and how it: 
	ended  Compare and contrast different selections by writing to show what is different and the same about the two stories: 
	Compare different selections Showcase students ability to dramatize a literacy work by reenacting and retelling stories songs poems plays etc: 
	Verbally describe ideas expressed in pictures Student of the Week brings in photos from home and tells about their pictures  The photos are displayed during the week: 
	Divide a sheet of paper into two parts  Have students illustrate and write why they are reading a story and predict what will happen next  Create a class Tally Chart  Students will record the types of selections read throughout the year: 
	Orally establish the purpose for reading and predict the story events  Divide a sheet of paper into two parts  Have students illustrate and write why they are reading a story and predict what will happen next: 
	Identify important themes and topics by creating a graphic organizer that lists themes and topics covered throughout the year Students will state why a theme or topic is important  These statements will be listed on the chart: 
	Read books and relate books to the students interests life etc  Use pictures and writing skills to show how the characters are similar to the reader: 
	Recognize new words through word patterns: 
	by creating a class word wall  Have students add new words to the correct word family: 
	Students are able to independently read and follow multistep directions  Develop listening and comprehension skills by having students follow commands from teacher or by reading and following directions: 
	Establish the purpose for reading and predict story elements by dividing a sheet of paper into fourths so students can show an understanding of story comprehension: 
	Use the FiveFinger Test 1 First choose the book you think you would like to read 2 Find a page of text somewhere in the middle of the book Find a page with lots of text words and few or no pictures 3 Begin to read the page It is best to read the page aloud or in a whisper if possible while doing the test so you can hear the places where you have difficulty 4 Each time you come to a word you dont know hold one finger up 5 If you have all five fingers up before you get to the end of the page wave the book good bye It is probably too difficult for you right now 6 If you have no fingers up when you finish the page then the book may be an easy read for you: 
	7 If you have less than five fingers but more than one or two fingers up when you finish reading the page the book may be just what you need to grow as a reader: 
	Recognize cultural diversity by assessing comprehension of a story through group discussions  Compare and contrast characters or events from different stories addressing similar themes: 
	Student responds appropriately to nontext material  Student asks and answers questions about information presented orally and visually: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student develops phonological awareness that words can be broken down into separate sounds andor sound units: 
	BEST PRACTICESRecognize separable and repeating sound in spoken language by clapping and saying their full name dividing it into word parts: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents create dictionaries by using pictures that begin with a corresponding letter and adding definitions or examples to show understanding: 
	BEST PRACTICESIdentify letter sound relationships by playing word detective matching the correct letter to the beginning sound in a word: 
	BEST PRACTICESUse sound boxes to move objects to correspond to individual sounds  Bounce a ball clap hands pull out a slinky to manipulate and segment words orally by onset and rime TPR: 
	BEST PRACTICESUse leveled text to help children match words to picture and context: 
	BEST PRACTICESRecognize separable and repeating sounds in spoken language by dividing the word parts into syllables: 
	BEST PRACTICESUse everyday objects that have labels and show the correlation between the objects and: 
	the words  Students point to words or a single word and state the meaning or verbalize their understanding of what they are reading: 
	Use finger space to separate words use the spaceman to divide spaces  Use finger spacing to show separation between individual words and letters  Total physical response  hop skip and jump as words are separated: 
	Find the words in texts and highlight them or mark with highlighting tape: 
	Define unfamiliar vocabulary by using pictures drawingswritings drama and verbal expression  Use reallife objects to expand vocabulary: 
	Create and share stories written by students  Read read read  Use oral vocabulary cards: 
	Students reenact pantomime use puppets make props and draw pictures to show comprehension: 
	Use visual materials such as books posters objects to introduce a topic and activate prior knowledge  Students share or help create a KWL KnowWant to KnowLearned chart to activate prior knowledge: 
	Use pictures and objects to introduce content and academic vocabulary  Students create models diagrams pictures to show comprehension of vocabulary: 
	Students listen auditorally to a selection as: 
	they read along  Students use the computer to visually and auditorally track print and read a selection  Students read gradelevel text to practice fluency and expression: 
	During class discussions the students ask questions and contribute answersobservations to question in order to add to classroom information: 
	Use picture clues to retell a wellknown story Teacher assesses with a rubric that emphasizes focus organization and clarity: 
	Identify and compare characters settings andor events in stories by drawing two pictures that illustrate different characters in the story  Explain in words or pictures a storys main idea: 
	Act out the main idea or topic: 
	Students matchmanipulate objects: 
	Use graphic organizers to show comprehension: 
	Matching events in a story to reallife events of the reader for example a student who loves to play baseball might read books about baseball or baseball players  Tell or describe how the character in a book is similar to oneself: 
	Gather organize and share information about a topic: 
	Students access objects that are relevant to their own culture or family traditions rituals etc  Students review illustrations pictures diagrams graphs charts and maps to make predictions about the text: 
	Participate in group discussions share ideas and express opinions  Teacher stops at certain points during a read aloud and instructs students to turn kneeto knee to discuss a specific point: 
	Matching events in a story to events in a text that has a similar theme or message eg comparing different versions of fairy tales: 
	Reenact common stories fairy tales fables legends and folk tales from different cultures: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student develops physical manipulation skills: 
	BEST PRACTICESTeacher begins to write simple sight words in cursive: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents use worksheets and manipulatives to practice cursive writing: 
	BEST PRACTICESPhysically correct students whose finger positions are not correct  Modify or offer writing instruments that encouragetrain the student to use proper finger positions: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Student understands and develops a process of prewriting: 
	BEST PRACTICESDaily Journals are used to recall and review some aspect of the previous school days work or out of school experiences  Read Library Mouse the lesson in the book is to write what you know and that you are an author: 
	BEST PRACTICESShow models and demonstrate how to make graphic organizers: 
	BEST PRACTICESParticipate in prewriting activities brainstorming prediscussion drawing listing mapping etc  Teacher conferences with each child by simply asking Hows it Going See book: 
	by Carl Anderson: 
	Model and practice developing KWL graphic organizers: 
	Begin to use descriptive sentences and beginning middle and ending statements  Begin to add appropriate elaboration and detail while recounting or describing an event  Begin to use more complex sentence structure with conjunctions such as while when if because so and but when describing events  Begin to demonstrate subjectverb agreement: 
	Student rereads to others and makes changes or notes adds postits or some other marks so that they can go back and rewrite later  Introduce cut and paste method of revising: 
	The teacher reads aloud a variety of sentences and fragments and students sort them into two categories complete and incomplete: 
	As the teacher reads a sentence aloud students determine if the sentence is telling or asking something: 
	Students tell a focused story by using photos or illustration with captions under each photo dictated or written using experimentaldevelopmental writing  Students tell about a favorite event family vacation celebration or special event  The teacher will assess students using a rubric to check for focus organization and clarity: 
	Student uses phonemic clues phonic andor developmental spelling to construct words  Teacher assesses writing samples for proper use of beginning sounds: 
	Students write first next and last and then draw a picture to show sequence  Once the picture is complete students write or dictate about the picture: 
	Students use capital letters for their first name names of friends and family members: 
	Students show marks that indicate punctuation in sentences: 
	Proofread a given paragraph correcting the capital letters: 
	Given a letter without punctuation demonstrate the proper use of commas: 
	Teacher projects a paragraph on the Smart Board with missing transitional words Student comes to Smart Board to insert appropriate transitional words or phrases: 
	Students present a PowerPoint presentation with a topic and multiple supporting sentences: 
	Students choice of words or labels express what they are trying to say in their writing: 
	Students use letters to represent sounds that they hear or to write known words  Students reread by pointing to the words that they wrote in their sentence: 
	Students write sounds or symbols to express their writing: 
	Students purposely try to use new vocabulary in their writing: 
	Students are able to retell or reread their: 
	own attempts at writing  Students dictate their story to a writer and then they are able to re read what they said  This is usually not word for word but the ideas are consistent with what was actually dictated: 
	Use ageappropriate penmanship skills  Use spaces and other conventions that allow a reader to understand what is written: 
	Student uses pictures gestures and expressions to show intent and meaning of written piece: 
	Student shows creativity and an effort to express the meaning of the text: 
	Contribute factual ideas: 
	Oral summaries of information presented: 
	Assess students ability to describe familiar person places objects or experiences: 
	Student is able to locate pictures or items to represent meaning: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student demonstrates research techniques: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents are able to orally indicate information about the graphs and charts: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Student demonstrates the use of informational resources: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents manually or orally show understanding of page numbers and titles and text featuresstructures  Student use a table of content to locate information in content area books: 
	BEST PRACTICESC  Student demonstrates the use of technological resources: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents gather five facts on a topic of their choice using technological resources: 
	BEST PRACTICESD Student communicates hisher discoveries: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudent is able to communicate hisher discoveries: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student listens to and views different materials from a variety of media: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents use an organized retell with teacher assistance: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Student uses language and speaking skills appropriate to the audience situation and purpose: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents participate and share ideas and reflections that make sense: 
	BEST PRACTICESC  Student applies speaking skills in increasingly sophisticated ways: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents are able to talk and express ideas in front of a small audience: 
	Student voluntary participation in activities: 
	Student is able to show and discuss oral displays in an age appropriate manner: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Students use language literature and media to demonstrate awareness of a variety of cultures: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents identify various information systems and the purpose of the system: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents ask for opinions and ideas and listen to others points of view: 
	BEST PRACTICESAdd these words to student dictionaries: 


